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Extrafts of two Letters from Mr, Martin Lifter 2o the Publyfier,
of June 14,1671, and July 5. 1671, concerning the kind of In-
Ject, hatched of the Englif Kermes, formerly takennotice'of and
defcribed by the fame in Nomb, 71.p.2164 5 as alfe the Vfe of
thefe Purple Infeit: Husks for tinging, together with a comparifon
made ¢f this Euglifh Purple-Kermes with the Scarlet-Kermes
of the Shops. ‘

’ E ‘He firft Letter, June 10th.I found feveral of the Patelie

Kermz formes hatched in a Box, where I had purpofcly
put them. They prove a fort, as I guefled by the figure of the

Worm,of Bees, butcertainly the leaft, that I ever yet {aw of

that Tribe,as.pot much exceeding in their whole bulk the half

of a Pifmire, They are very compact and thick for the bignefs 3

of a cole-black colour, They {eem to want neither ftings,nox

the three ballsin atriangle in their fore-head 5 which yetare
thingsto be referred to the teftimony of a Microfcope, That
which is very remarkable to the naked Eye,is a white or ftraw.
colour large and round {pot on the back : Of their four Wings
the upper pair are fhaded or dark:{potted, the undermott pair
are clear.  We may entitle them, according to our cuftom,

Apicule nigre,macuil [aper humeros [ub-flavefeente infignite, € pa.

tellis ffoe favis membranacets, vert Kermes imilibus, [udque itidem

purpuré tingentibus, Cerafi ant Rofa aliarumve arberum virgis ad-
textis,exclufe,

‘This of the Purple-Husks,and the other Hiftory of Scarlet.
ftaining Eggs * I prefent you as parallels of our  «opyien tatter
Engl fh ftore to Kermes and Cocheneil 5 1 mean, 8ec Numb. 72.
additaments to encreafe the number of agree~ 721752177,
able tinging Materials and not Medicaments, unlefs waryand
fafe Tryal fhall difcover to us if they have any Medicinal quas
lities, asufe and cuftom hath made usbelieve the Exotic have
in anbigh degree. One of the faid husks, 1 fentyou,adhered
to a Rofe-tree-twig, and the othir to a Cherry:tree. Buta
Rofe-bufh fince hath afforded m: fome {cores of thefe patelle,
many of whicharehatched inthebox T putthem, Itistobe
further obferved, 1. that thofe that look the blackeft.yieldtl e
deepeftand beft purple ¢ 2. Thatas the Bees come to maturi-
ty,the dye feems to be fpent,and the Husks grow dry, 3. Th}at
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the young ones make their way out at feveral {fmall holes;
whereas the true Kermes-husk {eemstobe pierced bu: ' cne
lace,

The Second ; Th= difcovery of our Englifb Kermes haii: 2.
ry much pleafed fome of the Curious in thefe paris 5 wiio rz-
folve upon Tryals of it the nextfeafon.  Ithink, Tadvertifed
you formerly, that thatdeep purple or violet, with which the
infides of the husks are lin’d, is much {pent, it the hasks be not
taken whileft the Bees are in vermiculo; and the blackeft husks
are richeft in colour. Yefterday in very good company we
compar'd our Englith Purple:-kermes with the Scarlet-Rermes or
Grains of the Shops, and found them in every point to agree
fave in the colour of their Juices 5 and particularly (finding
in fome parcels of the Shops many yet fticking to little twigs
of the Ilex,)we confidently affirm,that tho{e as well as ours are
only contiguous to the llex-branches,and are not excrefcencies
of the Tree,much lefs frust or berries 5 by which abufive names
they have been too long known 5 But that they are the artifice
and fole work of the mother:Bee in order to the more conves
nient hiving and nourifhment of her young.

An Extrat of a Lettery written to the Publifber by the Excellont
Johannes Hevelius, concerning bis further Obfervations of the
New Star near the Beak of the Swan; to be compared with what
was formerly publifled of the (ame Argument_in Namb, 65, and
Numb, 66.

This Exrract we fhall give you in the fame: Language it was
written from Dantgick the 1* of May 1671, ft. n.

E reliquo mearum etiam partium effe duxi, Vibis quane

tocyws fignificare me nudius:terting ydie videl, 29, April,

Novam illam Stellam [ub capite Cygni, ad Viam Lafleam, quam

Anno proxime praterito & menfe Junio & Julioyad ufgue i3.0éob,

confpexeram,denno obfervafie, sz quidem o ipfo logo,quo tunc-temper s

confiftebas. Interim magnisudine mibi nunc altquanto major apparets

quippe excedit illam in Kojlio Cygneynee non eam que eft in ancone in-
ferioris ale Cygni, fe-équedlli que eft in Peltore Eygni equatury nifi
quod lumine pawio beufiors & rubicundior: modd luceat. Qud verd
die primim rurfusiliuxerit, affirmareaded certo non poffum, Nam
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